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TAGS: PFOR, PINT, NL, AO 

SUBJECT: LABOR PARTY FAVORS MPLA, BUT FONMIN HOLDING FAST 
REF: THE HAGUE 0097 

1 . SUMMARY: AS EXPECTED, MAJORITY OF LABOR PARTY EXECUTIVE 
BOARD MEMBERS VOTED IN FAVOR OF GON RECOGNITION OF MPLA GOVERN- 
MENT IN ANGOLA. FONMIN VAN DER STOEL, PRIMIN DEN UYL, AND 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS SPOKESMAN IN PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION CONTINUE TO 
FAVOR WITHHOLDING RECOGNITION. END SUMMARY 

2. EXECUTIVE BOARD OF LABOR PARTY (PVDA), LEADING PARTY IN GOVERN- 
MENT COALITION. ADOPTED RESOLUTION JAN 20 WHICH CALLS ON GON TO 
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10,000 GUILDERS (US$3,700) TO MPLA FROM PARTY'S INTERNATIONAL 
SOLIDARITY FUND AND CONDEMNED ANY FOREIGN INTERVENTION IN 
ANGOLA. 

3. PRIMIN DEN UYL AND FONMIN VAN DER STOEL ATTENDED EXECUTIVE 
BOARD MEETING AND SPOKE OUT IN OPPOSITION TO RESOLUTION, HOLDING 
TO CURRENTGOVERNMENT LINE OF WITHHOLDING RECOGNITION FROM ANY OF 
COMPETING MOVEMENTS IN ANGOLA. LABOR PARTY INTERNATIONAL SEC- 
RETARY VAN DEN BERGH, LATER TOLD PRESS THAT THERE WERE NO BASIC 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PARTY BOARD AND FONMON WHO, HE CLAIMED, ALSO 
FAVORED RECOGNITION OF MPLA, BUT NOT AT THIS TIME. VAN DEN 

BERGH ALSO QUOTED AS SAYING THAT IT WAS CLEAR THAT LABOR PARTY 
EXECUTIVE BOARD ACTION PUT PARTY OUT IN FRONT OF OTHER EUROPEAN 
SOCIALISTS, BUT THAT HE DETECTED SIMILAR SENTIMENT FOR MPLA AT 
RECENT HELSINGOR MEETING FROM FINNISH, FRENCH, ITALIAN AND 
PORTUGUESE PARTIES. 

4. CONTRARY TO PAST PRACTICE (GUINEA-BISSAU AND PRG IN VIET NAM) 
LABOR PARTY PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION SEEMS TO BE LINING UP ON 
SIDE OF FONMIN RATHER THAN PARTY EXECUTIVE BOARD. FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS SPOKESMAN FOR LABOR PARTY IN LOWER HOUSE TER BEEK (HIM- 
SELF A MEMBER OF PARTY EXECUTIVE) NOTED THAT PARLIAMENTARY DELE- 
GATION ALSO PREFERRED MPLA TO OTHER MOVEMENTS, BUT THAT THERE 
WAS NO UNANIMITY AMONG OAU ON RECOGNITION QUESTION. TER BEEK 
SAID THAT HE COULD NOT SPEAK FOR PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION, BUT 
HE SIDEDWITH FONMIN. 

5. COMMENT: THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION OF THE MPLA IS, FOR 

THE MOMENT, NOT AN ISSUE FOR THE GOVERNMENT, BUT RATHER ONE FOR 
THE LABOR PARTY. (THERE IS VERY LITTLE SUPPORT IN THE NETHERLANDS 
OUTSIDE THE LABOR PARTY AND ITS LEFT-WING ALLIES FOR A CHANGE OF 
POSITION.) FONMIN VAN DER STOEL IS NOT UNDER ANY SIGNIFICANT 
PRESSURE TO CHANGE HIS POSITION AS A RESULT OF THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD'S ACTION, AND WE THINK IT UNLIKELY THAT ISSUE WILL COME UP 
AGAIN SOON, SHORT OF A CHANGE INSITUATION ON THE GROUND IN 
ANGOLA OR A SHIFT BY THE OAU. 

GOULD 
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